Internet and Computer Use Policy 
Purpose
The Alton Public Library provides access to computers and the Internet as part of its mission to offer information, educational resources, and recreational opportunities to the community. This policy is intended to ensure equitable access, protect library users and equipment, and promote responsible use of digital resources.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eligibility
· Library computers and Wi-Fi are available for public use during library business hours. 
· Children under the age of 9 must have parental or guardian supervision while using library computers.

Acceptable Use
Library computers and Internet access are provided for lawful purposes only, including:
· Research, study, and educational activities
· Job search, resume preparation, and career development
· Personal enrichment and recreation
· Accessing library resources and services
Patrons are expected to use library computers responsibly and with respect for others.

Unacceptable Use
The following activities are strictly prohibited on library computers and networks:
1. Accessing, displaying, or distributing illegal, obscene, or offensive material.
2. Attempting to bypass library security measures or network restrictions.
3. Unauthorized access to other computers, networks, or data (hacking).
4. Downloading or installing software or files without staff approval.
5. Violating copyright or intellectual property laws.
6. Harassing or threatening other users or library staff.

Time Limits
· Library computers are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
· Time limits may be set during high-demand periods (e.g., 60 minutes per session). Users may be asked to end sessions to allow others access if demand is high.
· Library staff reserve the right to set time limits on computer use to children under the age of 14. This will be up to the discretion of library staff working at the time.
· Computer use must be completed 15 minutes prior to the library closing. 

Privacy and Security
· The library does not guarantee privacy for Internet use. Users are responsible for protecting their personal information.
· Library staff may monitor use to ensure compliance with this policy and for technical maintenance, but will respect patron confidentiality in accordance with library policy and applicable law.
· Patrons should save their work to personal storage devices or cloud services; the library is not responsible for lost data.

Equipment and Software
· Patrons may not damage, modify, or remove library equipment or software.
· Printing is available for a fee as posted in the library; patrons are responsible for reviewing print jobs before submission.

Enforcement
· Violation of this policy may result in suspension or loss of computer and Internet privileges.
· Serious or repeated violations may result in further action, including notification of law enforcement if applicable.
· Library staff have the authority to intervene or terminate sessions to maintain safe and fair access.
(Adopted November 2025)
                                                                        
